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Welcome to the autumn 2019 edition of the bulletin of the
Early Childhood Research Special Interest Group of the
Children’s Research Network. This bulletin is packed with
upcoming and recent activities in the field of early childhood
research in Ireland and beyond, including events, research,
books, podcasts, and the second instalment of our ‘Meet the
Researcher’ feature.

Contributions to this newsletter were made by colleagues
across the field of early childhood research and practice. If you
are working on a project relating to early childhood and wish to
share your work, please contact us at:
ChildrensResearchNetwork@tcd.ie
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CHILDREN’S RESEARCH NETWORK
UPCOMING EVENTS

Connected: A masterclass in joining the dots for
early childhood education and care practitioners -
facilitated by Dr Fionnuala Tynan
November 1%, Trinity College Dublin

The Early Childhood Research Special Interest Group of the
Children’s Research Network is organising this special,
reflective, free masterclass for all practitioners involved in
early childhood education and care, with the aim of supporting
you to enhance your professional agency, voice and identity.
Firstly, the masterclass provides a collaborative opportunity to

reflect up on and review our collective identity, exploring our
cultures of learning, practice experiences, reciprocal
relationships and mutual commitments to quality early
experiences in education and care. Secondly, this masterclass
recognizes that as a professional you express yourself as a
unique individual with a personal philosophy that guides you
in knowledge, skills and competencies.

The workshop will be facilitated by Early Childhood Education
specialists, Dr Geraldine French, Dublin City University and Dr
Fionnuala Tynan, Mary Immaculate College (MIC).

Attendance is FREE for CRN Members; €15 for non-members

More information and register on the CRN website
Places are limited so register soon!
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Children’s Research Network Annual Conference
2019: Children Should be Seen and Heard
4t & 5% December 2019, Trinity College Dublin

The 8th Children’s Research Network for Ireland and Northern
Ireland Conference will take place on Wednesday 4th (evening)
and Thursday 5th (all day) December 2019 in Trinity College
Dublin.

The conference is the Network’s flagship annual networking
event. This year the theme of the event is Children Should be
Seen and Heard. This theme has been chosen as a way for us
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all to reflect on the ways children are seen and heard in our
societies, as well as the ways they should be (meaningfully)
seen and heard.

This year, we are also celebrating the new collaboration
between the Children’s Research Network and the Trinity
Research in Childhood Centre (TRiCC) — CRN’s home since early
2019. On Wednesday evening, TRiCC welcomes the Trinity
College community and all CRN members to a special lecture,
followed by a networking reception. Then on Thursday, we hold
our full day conference. Key notes include the new Special
Rapporteur for Children, Dr Conor O’'Mahony.

The aim of the CRN Annual Conference is to provide an
opportunity for researchers, policymakers and practitioners to
come together to hear about and share quality research and
practice involving children and young people in a way that is
both participatory and practical. To achieve this aim, the
conference will include practical workshops, posters and oral
presentations.

Go to the CRN website more details
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Creative Research Methodologies: Researching
with Children and Young People, UCC, in
conjunction with CRN Special Interest Group in
Child and Youth Participation

24th October, University College Cork

This masterclass reflects on cross-disciplinary methodological
and ethical issues which frame diverse forms of research
exploring children and young people’s lives. Specifically, it will
address the following:

9 Explain how creative methodologies can be used as a
resource for exploring childhood.

9 Design specific research tools associated with different
creative methods.

9 Demonstrate a familiarity with critical theoretical and
ethical debates regarding the use of creative methods in
research with children and young people.

I Demonstrate the linkages between creative and engaged
research approaches, including the co-production of
research with children and young people.

Keynote Lecture Speaker: Professor Kay Tisdall, Chair of
Childhood Policy at the University of Edinburgh. Title: Thinking
critically about creativity? Using creative research methods
with children and young people.

Attendance is FREE (CRN members only)

See the CRN website for more information and registration

details

CRN events in 2019 are with thanks to support from
Department of Child and Family Affairs as part of What Works

(formerly QCBI), funded by the Dormant Accounts fund

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST IN
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD SECTOR

CALL FOR PAPERS: International Conference:
Placing the Child at the Centre of Quality in Early
Childhood & Primary Education

16" January 2020, Carlow

TEACHING FOR
HOLISTIC,
RELATIONAL AND

THRIECE

INCLUSIVE
EARLY
CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

You are invited to submit your paper and participate in the
Conference: Placing the Child at the Centre of Quality in Early
Childhood & Primary Education which will take place in
Carlow, Ireland, on 16th January, 2020.

This international conference is the key multiplier event for the
Erasmus+ THRIECE (Teaching for Holistic, Relational and

Inclusive Early Childhood Education) project. The conference is

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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an excellent opportunity for the presentation of education
projects, initiatives or conceptual papers focusing on quality in
early childhood and primary education, or on themes related
to holistic, relational or inclusive education.

This Call for Papers is addressed to early childhood educators,
teachers, academics, researchers and experts in the field of
education as well as to coordinators of teaching and training
projects. Presentations may take the form of an oral paper ora
poster presentation.

Deadline for submitting abstracts: 22" November 2019.
Acceptance of abstracts will be confirmed within two weeks of
this deadline. Please send abstracts (500 words) and or request
for further information to: claire.regan@mie.ie. Please indicate
in your abstract whether you intend to present an oral paper
or poster.
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REGISTER NOW! 2019 OMEP Annual Research

Conference
Saturday 9th November, Cork Institute of Technology

The conference theme is ‘Relationship Matters & What
Matters in Early Years Relationships.” This year OMEP Ireland
received a record number of submissions. Esteemed Keynote
speakers include Dr Jools Page and Mr Pete Moorhouse. Dr
Jools Page is a Senior Early Years Lecturer in the School of
Education at the University of Brighton and co-leader of the
Children and Young People’s Voice and Education Research and
Enterprise Group. For over three decades she worked closely
with young children and their families and it is from these
humble beginnings that Jools maintains she first gained her
unique insight into the importance of fostering careful,
respectful, reciprocal and genuine relationships between
children and their key adults in professional early years
contexts. Mr Pete Moorhouse is an associate trainer for Early
Education and delivers training to ECEC nationally and
internationally. His work with children is centered around
developing children’s creativity and his practice is inspired by
Froebellian principles and practice in Reggio Emilia.
Relationships are fundamental to his practice with children and
he is particularly interested in the interconnectedness of the
child and the natural world.

Conference rates:

€70.00 — Early Bird Rate (until September 1% 2019), OMEP
Members and Conference Presenters

€100.00 — Non-Members

€30.00 — Unwaged and Students (please bring Student ID)

T Includes tea/coffee at Registration & lunch
I CPD Certificates will be issued on the day.

For bookings/more information, please visit

www.omepireland.ie

INSTITIUID OIDEACHAIS S

MARINO

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

Funded by the R
Erasmus+ Programme £ *
of the European Union *k*

An Associated College of
Trinity College Dublin, the University of Dublin
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More Upcoming Events

Ombudsman for Children conference: ‘Empowering
Young People with Disabilities’, 19t" October, Croke
Park, Dublin.

Reconceptualising Early Childhood Education
‘Border/lands and (Be)longings’, 31t October — 5t
November, New Mexico State University, Las
Cruces, NM, USA.

The Researching Early Childhood Education
Collaborative (RECEC), 20" November, Trinity
College Dublin.

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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RECENT EVENTS

Children’s Research Network PhD symposium

The 3™ 2019 CRN PhD symposium took place on 29" August
2019 at NUI Galway, marking another successful event for the
Network. This annual event is a unique opportunity for PhD
researchers to present their research ideas or findings, hear
about emerging Irish research and meet experts and peers
from other institutions.

As ever, the event had a strong focus on research in the early
years including presentations on curriculum, participation,
additional needs, and autism and posters on father child
interactions, co-parenting and downs syndrome in the early
years. For more information, see the Children’s Research

Network website
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International Step by Step Association

International Conference 2019

The ISSA 20*" International Conference took place on the 18t
and 19% of June in the beautiful city of Leiden, Netherlands.
This conference draws almost 400 participants from policy,
research and practice contexts from 61 countries around the
world, all with a shared interest in building Nurturing
Environments for young children and their families.

Dynamic discussions considering various aspects of the
environments children experience and learn in were also
brought by participants from Ireland. The keynote and other
presentations are available on the ISSA you tube channel. The
next conference will take place in Belgrade, Serbia on the 6% to
8t of October, 2020.
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EECERA 2019: What counts, who is making it count,
and why?
by Anna Rose Codd

EECERA 2019 took place 20th — 23rd of August this year in
Greece. Dr. Maria Evangelou in her keynote address discussed
using a Theory of Change model to enhance home-setting

partnerships in challenging circumstances. The importance of
having a shared vision between parents/families and
professionals to enhance children’s holistic learning and
development was the central tenet of this address.

Dr. Jan Peeters explored what is good quality and how can we
monitor it. He stated that early childhood education is never a
given, requiring constant evaluation and efforts towards
improvement.

The nexus of research, policy and practice is key. EECERA 2019
afforded more than 150 presentations, 13 SIGs and poster
presentation opportunities to highlight vibrant and innovative
research projects. The passion of presenters overflowed into
multi-national discussions over delicious food, the gala dinner
and impromptu get-togethers in restaurants and al-fresco
frappés in the seafront cafés.

Common international challenges regarding undervalued
professional identities, budget cuts, concerns regarding formal
assessments for four-years-old children were balanced by
acknowledgements of the overwhelming yet deeply satisfying
role of early years’ educators and children’s agency. While Dr.
Peeters movingly suggested that some ‘aspects of quality can
only be measured by the heart’, and ‘pedagogical heroes’, he
also highlighted the need for a ‘360° view of quality’.

EECERA 2019 provided many insights into how we can make
early years count and EECERA 2020 in Zagreb will enable the
conversations on democratic early childhood pedagogies to
continue. Review the book of abstracts
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71st OMEP World Assembly and conference,

Panama City
by Dr Judith Butler President of OMEP Ireland

OMEP is an international, non-governmental and non-profit
organisation concerned with all aspects of Early Childhood
Education and Care. The mission of OMEP Ireland is to raise
awareness of the importance of early childhood experiences by
supporting early years research and sharing knowledge about
what we can do to improve children’s lives.

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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As President of OMEP Ireland, | attended the 71st World
Assembly (WA) of Presidents in Panama in July 2019. It was a
very productive meeting with decisions about new OMEP
projects and the election of a new World President, new World
Treasurer for OMEP, as well as a new VP for Latin America. The
formation of the World Declaration around the UN Convention
on therights of the Child was however one of the highlights and
asserts that;

Now is the time for State parties to renew their
commitments, redouble their efforts and take all
possible actions to fulfil the rights of all children and
especially for the most vulnerable and children at risk.
We call on all governments to take immediate action
to guarantee the children a safe life and for each boy
and every girl to develop to their fullest potential,
leaving no one behind.

This sends out clear intent that it is high time for Governments
and other stakeholders to take action and renew our
commitment to the UNCRC which celebrates its 30th
anniversary in November.

Following the WA, | attended the world conference where | was
fortunate enough to have the opportunity to present a paper.
The theme of the conference centred around Identities and
Culture in Early Childhood Education and included 16 keynotes,
central panel contributions and 12 symposia covering the
themes from all regions and continents. This broad
understanding of the importance of acknowledging context
and culture was further displayed in 73 individual presentations
and 36 posters. My presentation aimed to highlight the need
for Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) practitioners to
become trauma informed and indeed trauma responsive in
relation to our work with young children. Essentially, the paper
highlighted the importance of creating environments for
children that promote a culture of care, a sense of belonging
and positive relationships. This in turn also relates to the theme
of our next OMEP National Conference which takes place in CIT
on November 9th. The theme of this conference is
‘Relationships Matters & What Matters in Early Years
Relationships’. Please see www.omepireland.ie to become a
member and for additional information on our national
conference as well as publishing for An Leanbh Og, the Irish
Journal of Early Childhood Studies.

RECENT RESEARCH

‘A study of the participation of very young children,
early years’ practitioners and local decision- makersin a
consultation process in the context of Roscommon
Children and Young Person’s Services Committee
(CYPSC)'.

By Marie Gibbons Researcher for QGahy and

Roscommon Children and Young People' s Services
Committee Research and Information Mentor Tusla

Galway and Roscommon.

Consulting with children on their priorities is a feature of the
work of CYPSCs in Ireland. As part of the data collection phase
of a PhD study a series of consultation sessions with very young
children on their health and well-being needs was facilitated by
CYPSC in Co. Roscommon. The consultations have since
informed the development of the Early Years’ Health and
Wellbeing Plan by Roscommon CYPSC for its administrative
area. The sessions were conducted in the context of a broader
consultation process that sought to engage key stakeholders
concerned with the health and well-being of young children as
part of public decision-making processes.

Children presented their perspectives of health and well-being
priorities as follows:

spending time with mammy and/or daddy having fun;
lots of laughter;

story time during the day and at night before bed;
playing inside and playing outside;

playing with friends, grandparents; and pets;

blowing bubbles;

jumping in puddles;

rough and tumble;
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spending time in nature- looking for spiders; running down
hills;

I doing puzzles and games;

9 going to the park/ playground, going for walks, riding bikes

An output of the consultation process is a visual representation
of the children’s perspectives was co-produced by the children
and the researcher; the Happy and Healthy Volcano has been
distributed to Early Childhood Services in Roscommon and an
accompanying parent’s information sheet has been circulated.
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This consultation process was undertaken with children attending a number of pre-schools in
County Roscommon during 2017. These messages are intended to inform parents about what
their pre-school aged children think will make them happier and healthier.

For information on fun family activities go to www.visifroscommon.com
For further information on this project please email caroline.duignan@rusla.ie
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Universal Design Guidelines for Early Learning and

Care Settings

In 2017, a consortium led by Early Childhood Ireland, made up
of Trinity Haus, Mary Immaculate College and Nathan Somers
Design successfully tendered to develop Universal Design
Guidelines for Early Learning and Care settings, in collaboration
with the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design, at the
National Disability Authority (CEUD/NDA).

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs asked
CEUD/NDA to oversee this development as part of the suite of
supports provided by the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM).
The purpose is primarily to support an inclusive culture (AIM
Level 1) but also guide settings applying for small grants for
apparatus or minor modifications to support inclusion (AIM
Level 5).

Universal Design (UD) is good design. It is the design and
composition of an environment, so it can be accessed,
understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all
people regardless of their age, size, ability or disability.

The range of materials include a Literature Review, 10 case
studies, Guidelines to support settings implement Universal
Design concepts and a Self-Audit tool. There are many photos
showing good design practice, from a variety of Irish and
international settings.

The Guidelines and Self-Audit tool are in 4 parts:
I Site location, approach and design;
f Entering and moving about the setting,
9 Key internal and external spaces
 Elements and systems.

Settings of all kinds can get inspiration from the guidelines.
Some ideas are low cost, and some require a larger budget.

Read and download the Universal Design Guidelines, the

Literature Review and the Self-Audit tool on the AIM website
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architect Takaharu Tezuka.
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Parental Involvement, Engagement and

Partnership in their Children’s Education during the

Primary School Years

In November 2017, Marino Institute of Education (MIE)
successfully tendered for a grant award jointly funded by the
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and
the National Parents Council (NPC) to study the processes of
parental involvement, engagement and partnership in their
children’s learning in the primary school years.

Part 1 of the commissioned research was a review of relevant
national and international literature to examine parental
involvement, engagement and partnership in their children’s
education in the primary years. It drew on a range of national
and international research, analysed through a bioecological
lens, to investigate the following research questions:

1. What are the features of good parent-school
partnerships during the primary school years focusing,
in particular, on supporting all children’s learning?

2. What role does homework play, if any, in helping
parents to engage with their children’s learning during
the primary school years?

3. What are the key implications for: Curriculum
development? For those working with parents in
support roles?

Part 2 (A) called for the development of case studies of parental
engagement in five primary schools in Ireland. The perspectives
of key stakeholders were sought, including parents, teachers,
children and other relevant participants.

Part 2 (B) of the research called for further engagement with
the five case-study schools around involving parents with the
new primary language curriculum (2015), and particular
attention was given to homework which supports children’s
oral language and teanga é bhéal (NCCA, 2017, p.16).

The Initial Report for Part 2 was submitted in June 2018 and,
the Interim Report in November 2018. The Final Report was

published in March 2019.

Full reports are available on the MIE website

Research team -(): Emma Zara O'Brien, Dr. Leah O'Toole, Cliona
O'Keeffe, Dr. Claire M. Dunne, Dr. Maja Haals Brosnan, Dr. Joan Kiely.

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

UPCOMING BOOK

O’Toole, L and Hayes, N. (2019). Supporting Positive
Behaviour in Early Childhood Settings and Primary
Schools. Relationships, Reciprocity and Reflection, 1st
Edition. Routledge: UK.

Sharing insights of various theoretical perspectives to help
understand the complex root causes of children’s behaviour,
this new book, entitled Supporting Positive Behaviour in Early
Childhood Settings and Primary Schootdghlights key
responses that can encourage positive mental health,
resilience and behaviour. Drawing on a range of theoretical
frameworks, this book translates theoretical insights into
adaptable and practical responses, considers children’s
strengths and needs with regards to resilience and mental
health, includes case studies, tasks and questions for reflection,
and identifies innovative practical strategies for supporting
positive behaviour in educational settings. Available for pre-

order now

GThese respected authors have written a comprehensive
account of how to promote positive behaviour in the children
they work with...I highly recommend this book to all
undergraduates and those new to teachihg Marilyn Fleer,
Laureate Professor, Monash University, Australia

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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G6The book makes a very valuable contribution to our
understanding of behaviour, redresses unreasonable
expectations and facilitates -depth reflection and promotes
strengthsbased approach to behaviour manageméntMary
Maloney, Mary Immaculate College

0O'Toole and Hayes have produced an extremely theught
provoking, comprehensive and accessible text on this most
emotive and challenging of topics for educatetise behaviour

of the children we work with. - Jarlath O'Brien Times
Educational Supplement behaviour columnist
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RESEARCH FEATURE: ARTICLE OVERVIEW
by Sandra O’ Neil |, DCU

McDaniel, B.T. & Radesky, J. (2018). Technoference:
Parent Distraction with Technology and Associations
with Child Behavior Problems. Child Development, 89
(1), 100-109. DOI: 10.1111/cdev.12822

Overview

Much of the research into the impact of digital devices on
young children focuses on the O K A f R NJfyfe@hhologyza S
Technoferencepr technology-based interruptions in parent-
child interactions, are the focus of this paper, which

Mothers’ use of technology led to both internalising and
externalising behaviour problems while fathers’ use of
technology had little impact.

Findings have obvious implications for further research in ECEC.

PODCAST

The ‘Sweetpea Podcast, the Early Years’ is a podcast
covering current topics in ECEC. CRN member
Sandra O’Neill recorded a recent podcast - listen on
Audioboom now!

MEET THE RESEARCHER

Ineach of our research bulletins, the ECRG intragluce
readers to a member who is research active in the
field.

Please contact us if you would like to be featured. We
welcome contributions from both established and
emerging researchers.

investigates the relationship between LJ- NB Y (i &of dza S

technology and the impact on child behaviour.

Method

183 heterosexual couples in the US, with a child under 5 years
of age were surveyed. Participants completed a questionnaire
outlining their use of digital technology and how often they
perceive that technology interrupts an activity or conversation
with their child. In addition, participants completed an
associated child-behavioural checklist to report whether their
technology-use led to internalising (whining, sulking) or
externalising (restless, hyperactive, tantrums) negative child
behaviours.

Findings
Results show significant associations between parents’
technology use and reported child-behavioural difficulties.

Meet Melissa Bonotto

Melissa and son, Aidan Francisco, on holidaypsazil

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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Hello everyone!

I was born in Brazil in a family from Italian descent. Portuguese
is my mother tongue, and besides English, | speak Spanish and
Italian. | hold a Preschool Teaching qualification and a BA in
Communications and Public Relations (UFSM), a postgraduate
degree in Educational Management (UNIJUI), a Certificate in
International Development (University of Ulster) and an MSc in
Development Studies (UCD). Currently, | am a 4th year doctoral
researcher in the UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre
NUI Galway. | have been living in Ireland since 2007, and | have
been on several working trips to India, Africa, Palestine and
Latin America.

In terms of professional experience, | have a background
working in communications, and in the development education
field. Importantly, | have more than 10 years’ experience
working in the Early Years sector in Ireland. | have also set up
and was the first Chair of a community-based association
focused on education for underprivileged children in Brazil.
This is a non-profit organization called ACMB: Monica Bonotto
Cultural Association, founded in honour of the memory of my
oldest sister. While living in Ireland, | remain closely linked to
it.

| am passionate about working with young children and my
research interests translate this vision. My doctoral thesis is
focused on the concept of early intervention happening early
in a child’s life and what are meaningful interactions for
preschool children with additional needs in the Family Support
context. Capturing the voice of young children with additional
needs is a key part of my study, together with the aim to
formulate an ecological framework to help children access the
support they need at the right time.

Drop me a line with you have any similar research interests:
m.bonottol @nuigalway.ie.
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This bulletin is produced by the Special Interest Group in
Early Childhood Research of the Children’s Research
Network for Ireland and Northern Ireland. Special thanks
to Sinead Matson, PhD student Maynooth University,
guest editor.

The bulletins are also available on the Network’s website
— feel free to share! www.childrensresearchnetwork.org

We invite and welcome information about events,
podcasts, articles, books, reviews, people or anything else
that is relevant to this network. If you have items you
would like included in the next bulletin or have any
comments or questions, please contact Rhona McGinn,

ChildrensResearchNetwork@tcd.ie

Early Childhood Research
www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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