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This year is already looking like a
challenging vyear in Early
Childhood Education. We are
being tasked with finding a
‘collective identity’ as
professionals within the sector
‘ELC’. We are surrounded by
voices telling us to up-skill,
reform and to be accountable.
But what is it that you want to do? How is it that others do not
see the professional that you already are? Is it time to stand up
and be heard? We hope our Sig can support you through this
year.

To do this the Early Childhood Special Interest Group of the
Children’s Research Network is determined to follow your
voice, to respond critically to your ideas, and to champion
evidence from research and practice that supports you in
gaining insights and expertise. As a collective, we are actively
engaged in bringing quality of practice and experience to you
by our network newsletter and activities.

We encourage you to communicate with us and join us for
future events such as our master classes and seminars. You can
join our mailing list via this link. Please feel free to share this
among your colleagues and early childhood connections.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Early Childhood Ireland Annual Conference and AGM takes
place on 3™ and 4™ April, 2020 in Croke Park Conference
Centre. The theme of the conference is ‘Leading
Transformation Together’. More information is available at
https://conference.earlychildhoodireland.ie/

NEWS

Coming soon: Code of Professional Responsibility
and Code of Ethics for Early Years

The Code of Professional Responsibility and Code of Ethics for
Early Years was launched in the Department of Children and
Youth Affairs on Monday 20" January. Developed by the
Professionalisation Sub-Group of the Early Years Forum, the
Code provides guidance on ethical practice for staff. It is
intended that the publication will be made available online and
issued to early years services.

Launch of Plé Best Practice Guidelines for
Professional Practice at OMEP Conference, Cork

On 9th November 2019 at the OMEP conference in Cork, the
PLE Best Practice Guidelines for Professional Practice were
launched by Dr Mary Moloney of Mary Immaculate College,
Limerick. These guidelines was informed by national research
of professional practice across the Higher Education
Institutions, undertaken by PLE in 2017. Funding came from the
National Forum for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning
in Higher Education, as well as First 5, the Whole of
Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their
Families (Govt. Ireland, 2018) and the Professional Award
Criteria and Guidelines (Department of Education and Skills,
2019).

Building upon the PACG, these Best Practice Guidelines
recognise practice placement as integral to early childhood
programmes and the development of competent early
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childhood educators. They provide advice for the three key
stakeholders in successful practice placements: students, host
placement settings and HEls. It is envisaged that HEI's will share
the guidelines with their partners in practice placement to
ensure a consistent approach to quality placement
experiences. A pdf of these guidelines is available upon request
from mary.moloney@mic.ul.ie

RECENT EVENTS

British Education Research Association (BERA)
seminar, Stranmillis University College, February
2020

On 26™ February, The British Education Research Association
(BERA, in association with Stranmillis University College, held
its symposium entitled: A Professional Workforce for the Early
Years? Policy, practice and sector responses.

The seminar explored the extent to which ECEC colleagues
across Northern Irish and Irish communities are being
de/re/professionalised in various ways. A specific point of
reference for the seminar was First 5: A Whole of Government
Strategy for Babies, Young Children and Their Families.

More information on the event can be accessed at:
https://www.bera.ac.uk/event/a-professional-workforce-for-

the-early-years

THRIECE (Teaching for Holistic, Relational and
Inclusive Early Childhood Education) International
Conference

The THRIECE conference on 16™ January 2020 saw the launch
of three online training modules for Early Childhood Educators
and Primary School Teachers, promoting best practice across
three areas of research: holistic, relational and inclusive. These
modules can be used for Continuous Professional Development
of educators and/or as part of a degree programme. They will
be available Open Access for five years from March 2020.

THRIECE proposes an alternative vision for quality in

Early Childhood Education. We suggest a move away from a
one-size-fits-all approach in favour of putting a special
emphasis on active learning and the development of
communicative, nurturing, inclusive classroom relationships.

Modules will be available from March 2020. More information
available at:
http://www.thriece.eu/

Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Pragramme
of the European Union
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Children’s Research Network Annual Conference
4th and 5th December 2019: Children Should be
Seen and Heard

On 5™ December 2019, the Children’s Research Network, in
conjunction with Trinity Research in Childhood Centre — the
home of CRN, brought together researchers from across
Ireland and Northern Ireland to collaborate and share their
research. The conference involved a broad range of
presentations across topics central to Early Childhood, such as
inclusion, abuse, autism and communication. In line with the
conference theme, Children Should be Seen and Heard, each
session was underpinned by a commitment to listen to the
voices of children. Consistent with the theme also, attendees
were treated to a beautiful recital from the children from St.
Columba’s National School Choir in Glasnevin.

The key note address from Dr Conor O’Mahony, Special
Rapporteur on Child Protection, entitled ‘The Shadow of the
Past: Facing up to Ireland’s Child Abuse Legacy’, took attendees
through the series of failings at state level to meet the
obligation to protect children, mitigate risk and effectively
remedy when abuses happen. Dr O’Mahony pointed to weak
legislation failing to ensure the voice of the child is heard and
the current issues of homelessness and direct provision as
indicators that the state continues to fail to protect the children
of today. He concluded by urging us to demand better.

The Researching Early Childhood Education
Collaborative (RECEC) 20" November 2019

Over 100 people attended the Trinity College Dublin-led RECEC
symposium on 20" November 2019 in the Long Room Hub,
Trinity College. The theme of the event was Realising Children's
Rights Achieving and Sustaining Quality in Early Childhood
Education and Care.

The presentations from the symposium, information about the
speakers and a report of the symposium compiled by
rapporteur Dr Madire Mhic Mhathina is available at
https://www.tcd.ie/Education/news/recec-conference-2019/

RESOURCES
Podcast Corner

In this podcast, Dr Andi Salamon in Australia talks about the
findings from her PhD research on educators’ practices with
babies.
http://tarabrabazon.libsyn.com/conceptions-of-infants-
capabilities-the-nexus-between-conceptions-practices-and-

lived-experience

RESEARCHER IN FOCUS

In each of our research bulletins, the ECRG introduces readers
to a member who is research active in the field.

Dr Margaret O’ Donoghue

Professionally | have been involved in early childhood
education for seventeen years. | worked as an early years
educator and ran my own early years Montessori pre-school for
fourteen years. In 2012, | began working as a lecturer in ECE at
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TUDublin, Blanchardstown. | am the course coordinator and
lecturer on the Early Childhood Care and Education Batchelor
of Arts (Hons) Degree programme.

Part of my role as a lecturer involves supervising students who
are on practice placement in early years classrooms in primary
schools. During my supervisory visits to the students, | became
aware of Aistear (NCCA, 2009) being enacted and understood
as an “Aistear Hour” or “Aistear Time” by the ECE teachers. So,
rather than being perceived as a curriculum framework to
guide the enactment of the early childhood curriculum and
enhance children’s learning experiences, Aistear (NCCA, 2009)
was perceived as a discrete subject and separate from the
curriculum.

As an ECE professional, my beliefs on how children should
experience learning are strongly rooted in the spirit of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC,1989). Throughout my practice, | promote a child-
centred rights-based approach to early childhood education
believing that the voice of the child matters. The centrality of
play and a children’s rights perspective are key components of
Aistear (NCCA, 2009), and | consider both components to be
critical to its integration within the enactment of curricula.

Rooted in my professional experience my research rationale
could best be described as a desire to develop a model of
practice to support teachers in implementing Aistear (NCCA,
2009) within the enactment of the new primary language
curriculum (DES, 2016). A model that might, to use the words
of Ryan and Northey-Berg (2014), equip teachers with a “play
pedagogical toolkit” for integrating the principles of Aistear
(NCCA, 2009) into their everyday practices in early years
classrooms.

Based on the study findings and informed by learnings and
insights gained through the research, | designed a model of
practice to serve as a practical tool for teachers in the
enactment of Aistear within the new primary language
curriculum. This model will also inform future action research
projects | intend to undertake.

Arising from my research studies, | was invited to contribute to
a new publication entitled — Rethinking Play as a Pedagogy, the
details of which are below.

Recent Publication

O Donoghue, M. (2019) The role of context within early
childhood education in Ireland. In S. Alcock & N. Stobbs (Eds.)
Rethinking Play as Pedagogy. Volume 4 in the series Thinking
About Pedagogy in Early Education (Eds. A. Fleet & M. Reed)
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This bulletin is produced by the Special Interest Group in Early
Childhood Research of the Children’s Research Network for Ireland
and Northern Ireland. Special thanks to Joanne McHale of
Technological University Dublin, Blanchardstown campus, Guest
Editor.

Please feel free to share this bulletin, which is also available on the
Network’s website www.childrensresearchnetwork.org

We invite and welcome information about events, podcasts, articles,
books, reviews, people or anything else that is relevant to this
network. If you have items you would like included in the next bulletin
or have any comments or questions, please contact Rhona McGinn via
ECRG SIG at childrensresearchnetwork@tcd.ie
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The objectives of the Network are to:

e Create opportunities for researchers at every level of
experience to connect, build networks, and promote and
develop their research profile

e Raise awareness of issues relevant to children and young
people

e Increase opportunity for research focused / interested
practitioners and policy makers to be part of the wider
research community

e Support research skill development

e Connect the Network with other relevant groupings and
networks

e  Pursue activities and collaborations identified by members

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
,‘ @CRNINI

Member Benefits

e  Further your knowledge and keep up to date with
developments in research and practice with our
workshops, seminars and conferences. Enjoy discounted
rates for members.

e Publish and disseminate vyour research through our
communication platforms, including the Children’s
Research Digest, our website, newsletters and social
media.

e Collaborate with fellow professionals in your area of
interest through our Special Interest Groups

e Take advantage of CRN members’ access to events and
networking opportunities available at CRN’s host
organisation, Trinity Research in Childhood Centre.

e Receive our electronic newsletter, containing
announcements of CRN news and events, as well as
relevant external notices and key resources.

Join the Network
Annual membership fees
Student / unwaged €15/~£13*
Part-time employed / retired €25/~£23*
Full-time employed €30/~£28*

* approximate GBP conversion

Trinity College Dublin
Colaiste na Triondide, Baile Atha Cliath
The University of Dublin

Trinity Research in Childhood Centre:
Home of the Children’s Research Network

The Children’s Research Network is hosted by the Trinity
Research in Childhood Centre (TRiCC)
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Producing more than
7000 publications and

managing over €35.5m
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funding

Established in 2017, TRICC acts as a research hub for cutting-
edge research collaborations on children’s health, wellbeing,
development and learning across Trinity College Dublin.

“With similar aims to the Children’s Research Network, TRiCC
brings together researchers working in different disciplines to
promote a common endeavour: the production and
dissemination of research designed to improve the lives of
children on this island and internationally.”

Professor Trevor Spratt, TRiCC co-Director

www.tcd.ie/tricc
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